
May 8. The 70th Anniversary of Victory in Europe – VE DAY. 

This special day is being celebrated throughout the world, You would be hard-pressed to turn 
the news on tonight and not see one form of celebration or ceremony taking place in Europe 
and particularly the Netherlands. 

But we must remember that VE DAY did not just happen. It was the culmination of 5 years and 
9 months – September, 1939 to May, 1945 - of total warfare by Canada, Britain, the 
Commonwealth and our allies. Five years and nine month of training, building, combat in many 
theatres and the constant wearing down of the German and Axis forces by our collective navies, 
armies and Air Force. 

Hundreds of thousands of young Canadians enlisted from all parts of our country, and soon 
were sent overseas in time to become the largest complete army in Britain following Dunkirk. 

Our troops raided Dieppe and eventually took part in the invasion of Sicily and Italy. The RCAF 
bombed Germany daily. Our Royal Canadian Navy searched the seas for enemy surface vessels 
and submarines. Our Merchant Marine convoys kept the supplies flowing. Canadians 
spearheaded the D-Day Normandy landings on Juno Beach and fought their way through 
France, Belgium, liberated Holland and crossed into Germany. This was total, unyielding 
warfare that took its constant toll on the German forces and their industrial war machine. 

It all led to VE Day. 

On May 2, 1945, German troops in Italy and Greece surrendered. Canadian troops fighting up 
the boot of Italy could finally stand down.  

On May 5th in the Dutch village of Wageningen, Lieutenant-General Foulkes, CO of the 1st 
Canadian Corps accepted the surrender of German troops in Holland. General Guy Simmons of 
the 2nd Canadian Corps did the same on his front in Germany. The formal German surrender 
was signed two day later in Rheims, France. 

Finally five or more years of German occupation was ended for the populace. Victory in Europe-
was celebrated by millions on May 8th. 

It is very difficult to imagine the emotions of Canadian servicemen at that moment, 5 years and 
9 months of war had ended. It is even more difficult to imagine what it was like to be a citizen 
finally free of oppression, starvation and fear, 

Victory in Europe -  

Please take a moment to look around you. There are Canadian Veterans who were there. They 
are the ones who truly understand. VE Day belongs firstly to them…and then to the world. 

 

(This is the transcript of the presentation made on 8/May/2015) 


